Dimensions of Nature

Due Monday February 21

Galileo (The Letter to the Grand Dutchess)

1. How does Galileo use Copernicus' authority to shield himself from attack? Is his argument compelling--explain your view.

 

 

2. In your own words, describe Galileo's argument to counter those who use the Bible as proof that the sun moves and the earth stands still. For whom was the Bible written in Galileo's view?
 

 

 

3. "But Nature, on the other hand, is inexorable and immutable; she never....
 

 

4. “But I do not feel obliged to believe that that same God who has endowed us with senses, reason, and intellect has intended to forgo their use and by some other means to give us knowledge which we can attain by them." Evaluate this argument. Whose ideas would you say Galileo is using (of those authors we have studied). Give reasons for your choice(s) and a quote from him (them) that supports your view.
 

 

 

5. “Let us grant then that theology is conversant with the loftiest divine contemplation, and occupies the regal throne among sciences by dignity." Has Galileo conceded that he must grant authority to the Bible over science? Show elsewhere in this letter that this is or is not the case.
 

