Dimensions of Nature

Due Tuesday 3.13

Descartes (Anthology)

1. What gives the animal and human body the power to move its limbs?

2. Descartes reasons that these attributes (the power to move limbs) are present even when they are “without the will conducting them.” How does he know this?

3. Although the bodies of animals and human resemble machines they are “incomparably better ordered” because _______________________________.

4. What are the two “very certain means of recognizing”, according to Descartes, that “machines which had a likeness to our bodies and imitated our actions” cannot be “real men”?

5. Animals do not have a____________and they do not have a “reasonable_______” because “…it could not in any way be__________________________________.”

6. So, the “soul of animals is [not] ______________________________________.”

7. “…our soul is of a nature ____________________________________and that, consequently, is is________________________________________________.”

8. Discuss briefly what all these ideas might mean for pursuing scientific inquiry. For example, how might we be allowed to treat nature if we hold Descartes’ views?

