Project: Regional Natural and Human History Guidebook

The Center for Sustainable Community Development will soon be undertaking research in preparation for a book on the natural and human history of the border region that runs from Whitehall, N.Y. to Cambridge, N.Y. and Fair Haven, VT to Pawlet, VT. Students can undertake focused projects that complement this research. If the information and analysis is used in any part of the book the student will receive attribution as a contributor in the acknowledgement section. We will likely refer to such contributors as Student Research Associates. 

Numerous possible projects would help us to understand the development history of these communities within our region. Some ground rules are listed below.

1. The research project must be cleared by both your instructor as worthy for academic credit in your course and by me as possessing the potential to contribute to our knowledge of the region.

2. Although it is acceptable to start your research with some secondary sources (local, regional and state histories, for example), we require some use of primary sources (government records, church records, period newspaper articles, journals, diaries, letters, materials from local historical societies etc.). 

3. Some possible research topics (similar topics can apply to any of the other towns):

a. What factors determined the location of the railroad through west Poultney and what impact did it have on the community?

b. What factors influenced the design of the community? For example, why do the streets have a grid layout? Were there areas where different classes lived? Can we determine that by the style and construction of the housing? 

What factors determined the location of the businesses in town? 

c. Elishu Scott designed many of the buildings in East Poultney. Who was he? What architectural style did he favor? On what basis was he paid? How were the buildings built (i.e., tools, methods). Who were the construction workers, what nationality, how were they paid, how much were they paid, where did they live?  

d. What can we learn from the artifacts that remain from various historical periods? For example, the materials from which they were constructed (cooking ware, clothing, buttons, native artifacts, carriages, tools etc). Were they made here, imported (and from where)?

e. What laws and regulations affected the lives of community members? Can we explain their impact on people’s lives and the direction of the community’s development? How were outsiders treated? What laws specifically denied some people (indigenous peoples, newcomers, women and others) access to the rights of citizenship? 

These are just some examples of topics and questions of interest. Some you will find are not possible to completely answer. Even partial answers can however shed light on a question that was otherwise obscured. You might think of plenty of other possible research topics, so do not let this list constrain you. 

If you are interested please fill out the following brief application form.

Research Topic Proposal 

1. The specific question, hypothesis or area of study I wish to undertake.

2. What I hope to learn from the research project.

3. Specific sources of information I will use in my research. 

Student _________________________

Instructor ________________________

Course/Semester ____________________________

Due March 20, 2004 for students in Regional Economic Development. Be very specific about your topic, research question, resources available and methods used to explore the question or hypothesis. Materials will gradually be identified, some made available in Griswold Library, and others will require travel to other libraries, historical societies, town halls or businesses in the region. Some resources are listed on the resources link on the course webpage. 

