WELLS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

It has been a very busy fall here at the Wells United Methodist Church.  After an active summer we actually rested for a week, maybe two, and then we were on the go again. 
 
We had three members of our congregation that enrolled in Lay Speaker courses this fall.  All three, Peggy Littlewood, Karen Haskins and Audrey Nelson completed the courses and took part in the celebration dinners that followed.

The Stewardship Committee, led by Chairman Ken Littlewood, worked very hard to have everything fall in place for Consecration Sunday on November 1st.  We were pleased to have volunteers address us during the church services and welcomed the guidance of Rev. Meredith Vanderminden as guest leader, as we worked our way up to Consecration Sunday.  This was the culmination of a year’s worth of planning by this committee.  

We would like to thank Ken Littlewood for his guidance, and Rev. Meredith Vanderminden for the wonderful job she did as guest leader.  We also want to thank all who worked on and with the Stewardship Committee to make our Consecration such a success.  We also would like to thank the UMC of Poultney for the delicious brunch they provided after church.   Finally thanks to all who stepped forward and made their pledges for the coming year.

Both the Mission Group and the Ladies Aid have had Tea Cup Auctions this fall to benefit their groups.  We also held our Annual Fall Rummage sale on Halloween Weekend and had a very successful sale.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their donations which make our fund raisers such a success.

Our Mission Group has been able donate funds to the Vermont Food Bank, UMCOR’s “Katrina Recovery”, Heifer International, the Haynes House of Hope in South Granville, NY, as well as dispensing over $300 for local outreach, helping hand needs.  This was over and above the Troy Conference Benevolence asking.  We have also supported the six special yearly mission offerings, averaging about $120 each from the congregation and the Mission Event. 

For the Thanksgiving Holiday the church ladies, lead by Audrey Nelson, put together Friendship Plates and some of the children delivered them to shut-ins in the area.  Some went to members of the church while others were community members, friends of the church that we like to remember.  If you would like to add a name to our list of those who receive our Friendship Plates, please contact Audrey at 802-645-0216.

On Friday, December 11th, we are taking part in the “Lighting of Wells”.  The church will be open with refreshments available, the bells will be ringing to welcome all and we will be placing luminaries in front of the church and up the walk.  There will be a  horse-drawn  hay wagon offering rides also..  

As this goes to press, we are gathering our supplies of tape, scissors, wrapping paper, tags, and Santa hats to head to the Wells Elementary School for our annual “Kid’s Christmas Store” on December 14th.   Gifts are donated, along with the tape, paper, etc. so the children at the school may purchase two gifts for their families at a cost of 25 cents each.  They get to choose what they would like to give, as well as picking out the wrapping paper, or Christmas bag to wrap the present and write out the name tags and add a bow.  It is really a toss-up as to who enjoys the Kid’s Store more, the school children, or those of us who become Santa’s Helpers for the day.  

On Christmas Eve, December 24th, we will have a service held at 7 p.m., led by Rene Wilbur.  We hope that all in the community will feel welcome to join us at that time.

