Images of Nature

Sixth Formal One Page Paper

Due October 20th                       Dillard and Thoreau Redux

Write a dialogue between Dillard and Thoreau in which each attempts to understand the other. So, it is in the form of a question and response until one of them finally declares that this is what he/she means by his/her responses. Then have the other ask a question(s) – can be a series of questions and responses – until he/she finally declares this is what she/he means by his/her responses. So, it will go something like this (this is only an example, not an expected outline – it can also be written in narrative form):

T: Do you mean that ______________________ when you write ________________?

D: No, I was writing about ___________________ and what I meant to convey was the idea that ________________________.

T: Oh, I get it. So, what you really mean is that _______________________? But if that’s true then you must agree with me when I say __________________.

D: No, not really, although I like that phrase. The term _______ means _________. So, you’re confusing my meaning. This is what I meant -- ______________________.I

That’s the idea. They are trying to understand each other across the centuries. You need not copy the above for your dialogue, in fact I wouldn’t recommend it. These are your ideas. Stick as close to language that would likely be used by the two authors. They can be angry or pleased by each other’s views and actions but don’t stoop to insults. We’re assuming they would be interested in what each other has to say.

Hacker discusses writing dialogue on pages 282-283 but it is not of much help in this kind of writing. There is no need for quotation marks. This is more in the way of a script.

If you’re more serious about writing actual dialogue rather than the scriptwriting of which I’ve provided an example above, you can’t do better than my friend Mike Jarrett at Penn State. A page on his webpage entitled Anecdotes is a good sample:  http://www2.yk.psu.edu/~jmj3/p_anec.htm. You are free to write in that style as well. Go to it.

