Two Optional Research Projects

Issues in Political Economy Style Guide
Research Project #1

This is a specific question or hypothesis that you will study over the second half of the course. It must be a researchable question that your group finds interesting and that I find substantive. The paper will be 20 pages, double spaced with a bibliography of at least 5 books, 7 articles and, at most, 3 on-line websites (preferably .edu or .gov) of scholarly merit. Use no popular literature although in addition to the above you may cite articles from newspapers such as the N.Y. Times, Financial Times and the Wall Street Journal. 

Hypothesis: By Tuesday March 24 you must turn in a tentative question or hypothesis and a tentative bibliography. Example questions might be: Should the Vermont Asbestos Group Mine site in the towns of Eden and Lowell, Vermont be listed as a superfund site? Should the Vermont Nuclear Power Plant be closed? Should the Deerfield Wind Project be undertaken in on two ridges just east and west of Vermont Route 8, in the Towns of Searsburg and Readsboro, Vermont? Is removing the Lamoille Dam an economically feasible way to restore the fish population? Is reintegrating work and home in Vermont a reasonable approach to preventing sprawl? Would incineration or recycling be a better approach to dealing with medical waste?

First Draft: A 4-5 page draft is due March 31. Include the question or hypothesis in the first paragraph, your method of addressing the question (lit. search, e-mail/phone contacts, site visits, establishing criteria to weigh the factors objectively etc.) and a tentative answer in the last paragraph that is supported by evidence in the paper. This is a paper not an outline. 

Final Paper: Provide me with the final 20-page paper on Friday April 24th.  The paper should have a one-paragraph abstract (see IPE website link on my website for examples), a section by section outline, an established criteria by which you will develop your argument that supports as unequivocally as possible your conclusion. 

Caveats: I want clear evidence that all members of your group have substantially participated in the drafting, researching and writing of this research paper. You figure out how you want to reveal that. There can be no plagiarism (if you aren’t sure what that means then ask) and the deadline dates are firm. Late papers will be deducted one full grade – get them in on time.

Some Salvation: Groups can get extra credit if they set up tables during Earth Week and professionally present the results of their work in a poster session. Apply to Margaret Bruso for space in front of Withey during Earth Week. If you don’t know what a poster session is then ask.

Research Project #2

Phase One

       5  page draft: due 8 weeks into term. March 24
      10 page report: due 10 weeks into term. April 10
The first step is to identity a particular use for an alternative energy source (Vehicles: trucks, cars etc.; electric power or heating systems – corporate, home, the college) and how it will be distributed and sold. Carefully read the literature to settle on a use to which the energy source can be put. I will try to steer the groups into separate directions to eliminate overlap. 

The next step is to calculate both the environmental benefits and any cost savings for this particular use. The monetary value of the environmental benefits can be calculated assuming all power is produced from a coal-fired generator (a conversion table of monetary value associated with annual reduction of various emissions will be provided). Given the annual savings, based upon assumptions of efficiency, over a given period of time, you can calculate the present discounted value of the net savings. We will learn how to calculate present value.

Phase Two

       5 page marketing plan: due 12th week April 24
Lastly, you must develop a strategy to convince consumers to convert to this alternative energy source. Prepare a presentation to the targeted consumer(s) (Examples: a college committee, a corporate board, the town council, a local school board, a farm organization, or owners of diesel vehicles). You actually may make a presentation to one of these groups. This will earn your group extra credit. You may assume you are going to form a company to produce and/or sell the alternative energy source. To take this approach you will need to do a survey of prospective consumers to estimate the demand, calculate your production, distribution and financing costs and estimate any profits. 

Alternative Extra Credit

Earth week is April 22-24. In lieu of making a presentation to a specific group, your team may want to prepare a display with handouts that will enlighten folks in Poultney (including the college community) as to the wisdom of switching to the energy source your team has researched. If you wish to do this, arrange to set up a table and display in front of an establishment in Poultney (Williams Hardware, the auto parts store or elsewhere) or in front of the town office or on campus. Get permission first. 

