Images of Nature
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  Most of our authors have thought, debated and written about the appeal of living in a natural solitude. The question of where we want to live when we choose to settle down is a universal one. Write an analysis of this question based upon the quotes cited below from three of our authors. Engage in some textual analysis – What do they really mean, how do they differ in their points of view on the topic? Bring in some more from the readings of the three authors if that will help.

“I remember what the city has to offer: human companionship, major league baseball, and a clatter of quickening stimulus like a rush from strong drugs that leaves you drained. I remember you bide your time in the city, and think, if you stop to think, ‘next year … I’ll start living next year … I’ll start my life.’ Innocence is a better world” (Dillard 82-83)

“When we are unhurried and wise, we perceive that only great and worthy things have any permanent and absolute existence, -- that petty fears and petty pleasures are but the shadow of the reality. This is always exhilarating and sublime. By closing the eyes and slumbering, and consenting to be deceived by shows, men establish and confirm their daily life of routine and habit every where, which still is built on purely illusory foundations” (Thoreau 62). 

“I have never felt lonesome, or in the least oppressed by a sense of solitude, but once, and that was a few weeks after I came to the woods, when, for an hour, I doubted if the near neighborhood of man was not essential to a serene and healthy life. To be alone was something unpleasant. But I was at the same time conscious of a slight insanity in my mood, and seemed to foresee my recovery. In the midst of a gentle rain while these thoughts prevailed, I was suddenly sensible of such sweet and beneficent society in Nature, in the very pattering of the drops, and in every sound and sight around my house…” (Thoreau 85-86).

“People who root themselves in places are likelier to know and care for those places than are people who root themselves in ideas” (Sanders as qtd. in Barnhill 83).

“With each invention, means of moving farther, faster, has answered to a desire that coils in our genes. Mobility is the rule in human history, rootedness the exception” (Sanders as qtd. in Barnhill 84).   

