Images of Nature

One-Page Formal Paper (#9)

Due Monday Nov. 30

  Some reminders: Please add an original title, remember MLA citation style [e.g., (Leopold 35)], include a Works Cited at the end, a sentence always has a subject and verb, work on removing wordy phrases which can be reduced to single words, keep subordinate clauses to a minimum, have your papers proofread, be conscious of proper paragraphing, be fiercely focused on what your thesis statement or assertion is and concentrate on addressing it with careful arguments throughout the paper, integrate quotes that are explicitly relevant to your argument, don’t include phrases or statements that are obvious or empty of content (examples: references to how beautiful nature is, that we should protect it or we’ll lose it, et al). If you don’t have a serious point to make, then keep asking questions about the topic and the readings until you do. If you’re confused by what the authors mean then discuss that confusion – try several interpretations and see what seems to work. Just keep at it.

Topic: Leopold asks in “Escudilla”, “…who wrote the rules for progress?” (144). There can be multiple meanings to this question that invite further questions. Expand the question by looking for meaning in Leopold’s writing and ask the question of Thoreau, Dillard and perhaps our other authors.  Don’t answer the question simplistically. This is an important point to ponder. I could give you further guidance (If you feel you need it, I will point you in some directions) but I would prefer that you wrestle with it on your own. Of course, you can discuss it among yourselves.  There is no right answer, only multiple and, certainly, competing answers. You can treat it as a rhetorical question, which requires that you explain Leopold’s purpose in posing it in that way.  You can critically analyze it by literally examining every word for its meaning(s) and implications of that (those) meaning(s).  

